The Newell City Council met in special session Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at City Hall with Mayor Justin Lyman presiding. Council members present Ziegler, Nielsen, Taylor, Henrich, Robinson and Clerk Copp. Mayor Lyman called the meeting to order at 5:10pm. Approval of agenda motioned by Nielsen and 2nd by Taylor, all ayes.
Council Meeting Preparation: agendas, devices, and paper usage. Topic introduced by Mayor Lyman. Laptop / battery Issues - council laptops having battery-life issues. Clerk Copp ordered two replacement batteries but is uncertain which exact battery model is correct (multiple incompatible versions exist). Transition to Electronic Agendas Goal, Mayor Lyman wants council to use electronic agendas and attachments on their laptops. Council is to read agendas and support documents in advance. If questions arise on the consent agenda, council is to email City Clerk before meeting time. Clerk Copp emphasized that the consent agenda should be pure approval: council should review all information beforehand and raise questions via email. Mayor received pushback on preferences for printed vs electronic packets. Ziegler & Henrich prefers a printed copy and would like to pick it up on Monday morning prior to the council meeting. Other council obliged Mayor’s request. No formal motion needed.
Battery Collection Box for Used Batteries, Council reviewed a proposed battery collection / recycling box program, partially funded by a 50% co-op. Approximate cost to the city ~$900. Concerns Discussed on use, positive vs. negative and where it should be located. Box design slanted top 25”x 22”x 52 7/8”, bright white in color, to be placed outside City Hall. Motion by Taylor to proceed with purchase and installation, 2nd by Robinson, all ayes.
City Code Review – Comprehensive list received from Codification Consultant. Purpose: Review and clarify various questions and recommendations from the city’s code update project. Council recommendations to be recorded, confirmed and sent back to Iowa Codification. Motioned by Nielsen, 2nd Taylor, all ayes. 
Halloween Night Date and Hours - Motion by Taylor 2nd by Robinson, all ayes to set Trick or Treating on Saturday October 31st from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Public Forum opened and closed 6:19pm. Motion to adjourn 6:20pm by Robinson, 2nd Henrich, all ayes. 
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