The Newell City Council met in special session on Monday, February 2, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall. Mayor Justin Lyman presided.
Council Members Present: Larry Nielsen, Bill Henrich, Steve Taylor, Quinten Robinson
Absent: Dennis Ziegler. Staff present Heather Copp, Jodi Rojas & Chad Wilson. Members of the public.
Approval of Agenda - Motion by Henrich, second by Nielsen. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Hearing – Abandoned/Nuisance Property -402 South Nelson Street
Public hearing opened at 6:01 p.m. Sale method: sealed bids.
One bid was received: Bidder: Elwin and Char Jepson Amount: $100
Mayor Lyman noted the property has been an eyesore for at least eight years and has attracted rodents and pests. Council members expressed a preference for eventual residential construction to support tax base and community growth. It was acknowledged that no other bids were received and that rejecting the bid could result in demolition costs to the City. Char Jepson stated their intent is to demolish the house within the required 30–60 day timeframe and clean up the property. They are not opposed to selling the lot in the future if someone wishes to build. Back taxes and selling fees were discussed; council agreed to share a portion of those costs with the buyer.
Motion: To accept the $100 bid and sell 402 South Nelson Street to Elwin and Char Jepson, subject to required legal procedures and final public hearing. Motion by Henrich, second by Robinson. All ayes. Motion carried.
A second public hearing to finalize the sale was set for February 25, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall.
Adjournment -Motion by Taylor, second by Henrich. All ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.

Heather Copp – City Clerk 					Justin Lyman- Mayor


