The Newell City Council met in special session on Wednesday January 7, 2026, at 5:00pm in City Hall with Mayor Justin Lyman presiding. Council members present Larry Nielsen, Bill Henrich, Steve Taylor, Quinten Robinson, Dennis Ziegler & City Clerk Heather Copp.
Nielsen motioned to approve the agenda, 2nd by Henrich all ayes. Consent agenda -Council revisited raises for golf course contract employees. After discussion on keeping raises consistent with other staff, motion by Nielsen second by Henrich, to increase contract employee raises from 3% to 4.25% all ayes, following clarification of contract employee raises.
Resolution 04-26 (Code Enforcement Officer) was tabled to the February meeting so the resolution can be completed. Ordinance 290 (change in regular council meeting time) received its second reading: motion by Nielsen, second by Henrich, to approve the second reading; roll call – all ayes; motion carried. The third reading will be held at a later meeting.
During budget review, council agreed to budget $95,000 for the law enforcement contract, which is set at $92,700 for the coming year, to allow for incidental costs. Council also agreed to add approximately $50,000 under pool/park building repair to cover demolition and site work for the former pool, with further discussion expected when the pool committee attends a future meeting.
Library Director Tanya Landgraf presented the library’s budget, noting that about 54% of funding comes from the City, with the remainder from county, local option sales tax, state aid, donations, and restricted capital funds. A possible future remodel to add a small multi‑use room is being explored but not yet committed.
Council discussed long‑term equipment and street needs, including the poor condition of West Chaney and potential future replacement of the grader with a payloader. Contact the County Engineer about gravel needs on West Cheney.
Public forum opened and closed at 6:26 p.m. with no comments. Council directed that wording of a recent Facebook post related to the pool survey be adjusted in response to pool committee disapproval concerns.
A follow‑up budget work session is scheduled for January 21 at 5:00 p.m. (hard stop 6:30 p.m.) at City Hall. 
Motion to adjourn at 6:30 by Taylor 2nd by Robinson, all ayes. 

Heather Copp – City Clerk 					Justin Lyman - Mayor
















